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The Rod Retorted, G. 


Lthough we judge that the ſober World 
- will pay but little Regard to Mr Gib's 
K ſcurcilous Pamphlet, ſo much ſtuffed 
with childiſh Invectives, fitter for the Tongue 
of a Scorner, than the Pen of a reverend Divine; 
and I indeed ſhould have taken as little Notice 
of it as any other; yet having found both my 
Words and Meaning miſerably perverted, and our 
Standards and other orthodox Divines brought: 
in againſt me as Weapons in this War, I ſhall 
therefore take a ſhort View of his Performance. 
I fhall be but very brief in my Remarks upon 
his Invectives. 
The fir/t Thing which I ſhall take notice of, 
is, that he charges me with Impertinence and 
unbecoming Behaviour, like an enraged Kail- 
wife, as he calls it. I know indeed, that my 
Speech is for ordinary high; but I challenge 
him, or any of the Company, to condeſcend 
upon any one Expreſſion uttered by me unbe- 
coming his Character, although even from 
„ bimſelf there was not wanting Provocation- 
For I remember, when I met with him in Big- 
gar, how be prefaced his Diſcourſe. When 
the Man told him that I was coming for Li 
in the preſent Caſe,” he proudly anſwered, I 
== kave no Manner of Concern with ſuch; let 
ihm take the Length of the Halter, perhaps 
IX they may worry. in the Band. Now, let any 
2 impartial Rea er Judge how croſs this Spirit is 
do the very Letter of the Law: Exod, zxlil. 4. 
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8. If thou meet thine enemies ox or his aſs go- 
ing aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back to him 
again, 75 thou ſee the oft F him that. hateth 
tee, lying under his burden, and wouldft for- 
bear to help him: thou ſhall ſurely help with him. 

- Muſt we have Mercy upon our Enemy's Ox or 
Aſs, and ſhall we have no Mercy upon his Soul 
going aſtray, or ſinking under the Burden ? I 
judge that it may be a great Queſtion, whether to 
be under the Rod of Correction to ſuch, or to 
be delivered over to Satan, may be accounted 
the greateſt Judgment? although in the preſent 

_ Caſe both are alike to be regarded: For as the 
bird by wandering, as the fallow by flying, ſo 
the curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come, Prov. xxvi. 2. 
2dly, He alledgeth that ſome learned Friend 

in Edinburgh, being aſhamed of my Principle in 
its plain Furm,—has helped me to dreſs it up in- 
to a Falſehood on the Title-page, pag. 6. 1 
anſwer, If that learned Friend had been 
aſhamed of my Principle, it had been more 
friendly to have buried the whole altogether. | 
I muſt tell him, that ] find but one Word chan- 
ged, viz. reaſoned, inſtead of diſputed ; which, 
as they are near of kin, do not vary the Senſe ; | 
as may be evidenced from the original Copy 
which I have yet by me. The impartial Read- 
er may eaſily obſerve, that the Title-page is very 
agreeable to the Scope of the Pamphlet, which 
proceeds only upon viſible Evidences, leaving 
Secrets and Certainty to God. : 
3a, He charges me with Airs of vain Philo- 
\ . fophy and Criticiſm, which I have ſomehow * 
made a Shift to borrow, — along with what o- 
ther Aſſiſtance I have procured. Anſ. 1. This 
VVV Charge 
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Charge is ſo-childifh, that it ſcarce deſerves aty | 
Notice. If a Man ſhall pay me any juſt Debt, 


it is not my Concern to inquire, or quarrel him, 
whether he hath borrowed it or not, providing 


his Money be good, and current with the Mer- 


chant. 2. In ſome Caſes Philoſophy is vain, par- 


ticularly when the unſearchable Myſteries of our 


holy Religion are weighed in a philoſophical 


Scale. Then is it altogether vain : For though 


none of the Myſteries of Divinity are againſt 
right Reaſon, yet ſome of them are far above it. 


But if we conſider Philoſophy abſtractly, it is 


good in itſelf, and an excellent Handmaid to 
Divinity, if rightly improven. That it is bor- 
rowed, I eaſily grant; for all that I have, in 
ſome Senſe, is borrowed. If Mr Gib's Philoſo- 
phy was born with him, he is a Miracle in Na- 
ture. 3. As for human Aſſiſtance in the preſent 
Caſe, I neither aſked it, nor got it; I never de- 
ſigned to father another Man's Child: Nor is 
there any need of Help from the Learned, to 
vent my Ignorance. Moreover, I profeſs no 
Skill in ſuch warlike Weapons; ſo that when 
any proud Boaſter comes out againſt me, my 
only Defence is a few ſmooth Stones gathered 
out of the Brook. | 

athly, Another Charge is Di/honeſty, or a 
Mifrepreſentation of him in the Conference; and 
yet I never find him condefcending upon one 
Inſtance in which I have wronged him; yea, 
I give a CA to him, and all bis At- 


tendants, to condeſcend upon one Sentence, 


in which I have either added or diminiſhed 


3 thing that might be prejudicial to the Strength 
of his Argument. - 


He 
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=. le reflects with Diſdain upon my low Sta- 
Fr. tion, and mean Appearance in the World. But 
I anſwer, that my Station and low Sphere of 
Life in which I move in the World, is cut out 
3 for me by an all- wiſe Providence: And I allow 
my ſelf to be as little offended at it, as at our 
1 Saviour, in chuſing for his Attendants poor and 
3 unlearned Fiſhermen, inſtead of rich * learned 

| '. Rabbies. It may be objected, that I am aſpi- 


* 


am a Member of the viſible Church, I look up- 
7 on it as my Duty to inquire upon what Grounds 
ada and Cauſes I may be caſt out of it. . 


* 


IE We come now. to the principle Thing, pag. 
7. of his Book, which he labours to purſue 
through the whole of it; particularly,. that I 
maintained, —That the greater Excommunica- 

| tion is declarative of a Perſon's being, at the 

be.” Time, in an unregenerate or graceleſs State : 
| So that the Scandals for which the Perſon is pro- 
ceeded againſt, are conſidered as Evidences of 
his graceleſs State ; and he is excommunicated, as 
being a graceleſs Perſon, upon theſe Evidences. 
This he calls the very odd and quite new Prin- 
ciple, as to the venting whereof I have the 
Honour of being an original Author, 
That this Repreſentation of my Principle is 
neither fair nor full, might have been obſerved 
in the Conference, and is yet to be ſeen in the 

1 Pamphlet. I muſt ſay, that it is hard to be un- 

der the Rod of Correction to ſuch as are wilfully 
dlͤeaf and blind. Neither am I the firſt that have 
been charged with this Principle: It is long 
fince the Eraſtians accuſed the unn, 
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ring above my Station. I anſwer, that ſeeing 1 
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„of Cenforiouſneſs, and perem judging - + 
t _ © the Secrets of Mens 1 en | 
f excluded from the Communion-table wicked 
t Men, under the Character of - Dogs and Swine, 
9 according to our Saviour's Dire&ion, Matth. 
r 3 vil. 6. Grve wt. that which is holy unto the dogs, 
d IF Aaron's Rod, Book 3. Chap. 1. pag. 542. But 
d as Gilleſpie refuſed the Charge, ſo do I. I ne- 
i- ver made Grace in the Heart the Object of 
1 Man's Ju ment, nor unregenerate or graceleſs 
p- Men, Ry as ſuch, the proper Subjects of the 
ds ater Ex communication; which is yet to be 
| | en in the Pamphlet, and hall more fully after- 
wards be made appear. 

w-- | Now, that I may lay my Thoughts 

I 7 vpon this Subject, I ſhall propoſe and anſwer 
a- 3 a few Queſtions. And ſeeing I am ſtill lying 
he _” open to Light, I ſhall ſubmit my Sentiments to 

: es: better Judgments. I ſhall inquire, 1. What te 


„- tze Church? 2. What are her Diviſians and, 
= 3. What are her Parts? | 13 
1. What is the Church Anſ. The Church is 


as | 
es. a certain Number of the loſt Poſterity of Adam, 
in- congregated or gathered to Jeſus Chriſt, unte 
he whom the gathering of the people ſhall be, Gen. 


acres unto God, John xiv. 6. 1 Cor. xv. 
24. Vs : ; ; N 

2. What are her Diviſions? Anſ. She may 
be divided into militant and triumphant. The 


ally Church militant may be divided into viſible and 
ave inviſible, catholic and particular, repreſentative 
ong and diffufive. | : 


2 What are her Parts ? Arſ. They are (1.) 
5 |  _ eſſential; 
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xlix. 10. Eph. i. 10.; and through him we are 
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"fl eſſertial; (2.) integral; (3.) theſe organized. 


4 7 
* 


iin riß And in Qze/?. 95. of our Shorter Ca- 


75 techiſm, thoſe that are to be admitted as Mem- 
bers of the viſible Church, are ſuch as profeſs 
H their Faith in Chriſt, and Cbedience to him. 


Here it may be-inquire#, 1. hat is it to be 
cut off or excommunicated from the viſible 
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run 


from actual Communion with the Saints and 


looked upon by them as no more real Members 
of the viſible Church, but as in the ſame miler- 
able Caſe with jicathens and Publicans. _ » 

2. What are the various Degrees of. Excoms 
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| F be 3. What are the different Cauſes upon which 
=* the Church may proceed in theſe Degrees of Ex- 


' viſible Oppoſition to Faith and Holineſs, which 
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ing Grounds may warrant Excluſion from ſeel- 
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Faithful, eipecially in holy Things; and to be 


5 

"8 munication? An. Gilleſpie obterves, that in 
* the Jeuiſh Church there were three Degrees of 

1 Ex communication. In ke manner we may 

WW” .. obſerve in the Chriſtian Church three Degrees 
1 alſo. (4.) From the Sacraments. (2.) From 
1 any particblar Church. (3.) From the whole 
1 Catholic Church. Rutherford, in his Due Right 
h Preſtytery, obſerves the ſame Diſtinction in 
BY: the Chriſtian Church. * | 


communication? Anſ. In the general, their 


* ire eſſential in every Member of the viſible 
4 Church. But more particularly, 1. Theſe follow. 
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Her eſſential Parts are jult- Faith and Holineſs.” 

I. ueſe are eſſentlal in every true Member of 
Chriſt's Church: Eph. i. 1.—To the ſaints which. 
are at Epheſus, and to the faithful in Chriſt e- 
ſus. Col. i. 2. To the ſaints and faithful brethren 
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Church? Anſ. It is to be cut off and caſt out 
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De nec, viz. Tgnorance,: living in is? 
habituatNegleft of known Duty, or Practice 1 
*of known Sin. Such have not the viſible Signs? ] 
of Faith and Holineſs, and therefore cannot be 
admitted, - leſt the Ordinance ,be«profaried, . ,., 
God diſhonoured, the Church offended, anti tie 
mſelves-deſtroyed ; for hat which, is holy +, + 
mi not be given unto the digs. And not only . -. vl 
muſt they, but even thoſe of whom we hoz e 
letter things, and things thut accompany alva. 
tion, be for a Time ſuſpended upon ſmaller O 
fences * which, though they may ſtand wich the 3 * 
Being of Grace, yet cannot . conſiſt with tgzgeñ 
Exerciſe-of it: Matth. v. 23. 24. Therefore if © al 
thou bring thy "gift to the altar, and there re- 
membereſt that thy brother hath ought ag ainſ. 
thee. ; leave there th gift before, the altar, and 4 
go thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy brother, _ 
then come and offer. thy gift. But neither _ 
of theſe,” the former nor the latter, can be _ = 
caſt. out of Church-memberſhip, ſo long as they E 
ſubnfft to her Inſtructions, Reproofs, and Ad- 


monitions. 2. As for the Grounds and Cauſes 
that may warrant, an Excluſion from any parti? 


cular Church,” they are not only thoſe above 
mentioned, but even other Offences, when.they ' * 
become the Offence of the whole Church; which | 
may be in Things that have been decreed by the _-_ 

Church for a Guard and Fence. to the moral = 
Las, or Ordinances of the Goſpel... All the _ 
Laws of the! Jeu were indeed immediately din: 

vine; but che judicial was .a Defenge both. to 
the ceremonial and moral: And what Part was' 
Wa, Fence to the ceremonial, ceaſed with it; but 
bat was a Fence to the moral, may yet be 1 
5 „„ ttetain e. 
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">, retained, In like manner the eccleſiaſtie Juriſ- 
dition, as well as the civil, may appoint ſuch 
Act: and Decrees as are for Edification, but not 
for Deſtruftion, Matth. xviii. 19. 20. Now, 
when a. Pet ſon breaks all theſe Bands aſunder, 
and wilfully and obſtinately perſiſts in ſo doing, 
in oppoſition to Ligkt and Conviction, Reproof 
and Admonition, he may very juſtly be ex- 
communicated, when it appears that he is 
a preſumptuous Sinner. 3. As for the Cau- 
ſes and Grounds of the greater Excommu- = 
nication ; ſeeing the Sentence is more awful, *' 
the Sins or Crimes muſt be more heinous * 
in their Nature, and attended with way ag⸗- 
gravating Circumſtances; ſuch as are diame- 
trically oppoſite or inconſiſtent with the very 
Eſſentĩals of a viſible Church- member: As when 
he holds and maintains damnable Errors, or is 
habitually guilty of ſuch groſs Immoralities, which 
when obſtinately or wilfully perſifted in, are in- 
conſiſtent with a State of Grace. For clgari 
of this, I ſhall lay down thefe following Aſﬀer- 
tions. N n | f 
. 1/4, Grace in the Heart is not the immediate 
Object of Man's Judgment: God only can ſearch ** 
the Heart. Hence, | ach 
AZLaly, Mens Works or Actions formally con- 
fidered, are not the Object of Man's judgment, 
but materially : The Principles, Motives, and 
Ends of Mens Actions, lie out of our Sight. 
They may be materially good, and approven of 
Men, and yet abominable in the Sight of God. 
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*- 3dly, There are two- Things in wicked 
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N, n. 
Men, deſtitute of the viſible Signs of Faith 
and Holineſs, that conſtitute them proper Sub- 
jects of the greater Excommunication. (1 .) Ob- 
ſtinacy and Impenitency, in oppoſition to Light 
and Conviction. (2.) A Labouring to ſeduce o- 
thers with their damnable Errors, or infect 
them with their ſcandalous Practices. The 
principle Work of the Church repteſentative, 
is to gather Souls to Chriſt : But ſuch not only 
refuſe to be gathered themſelves, but labour to 
' ſcatter others. Their words eat as doth a can- 
ker, and wverthrow the faith of ſome ; their 
leaven is in Danger of leavening the whole lump : 
Evil men and 9 wax worſe and worſe, de- 
ceivine, and being deceived, 2 Tim. iii. 13. Hence 
we may frame this Argument: Such as oppoſe 
the Church in her principle Work, which is to 
gather Souls to Chriſt, and teach them the Doc- 
trines of Faith and Holineſs, ovght to be caſt 
out : But ſuch as hold damnable Errors, are 
guilty of groſs Immoralities, and labour to draw 
others after them, oppoſe the Church in her 
principle Work. Therefore ſuch ought to be 
excommunicated from the viſible Church. 
Hence, ; a | 
4. If it be inquired, J/hether or not may a 
Perſon in a State of Grace fall into ſuch Scan- 
dals as may juſtly deſerve Excommunication ? 
Anſ. There is no-Sin into which wicked Men 
may fall, but what there is a Poſſibility of a 
gracious Man's falling into, the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and final Unbelicf, excepted. © But 
though a Belicyer may fall into groſs Sins, yet 
rarely, if at all, into damnable Hereſies : How- 
| B 2 beit 
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(OED: * Co IA 
beit in none of theſe will he perſiſt in obſtinate- 
ly..and impenitently, in .oppoſition to Light 
and Conviction. I * indeed, that a gracious 
Perſon may be guilty of oppoſing the Acts and 
Decrees of a Church, which may be very ne- 
ceſſary for the Peace and comely Order there- 
of ; and that he may continue fo obſtinate and 
incorrigible, as to appear that he ſins preſump- 
tuouſly : In which Caſe indeed the Church may 
proceed to Excommus cation. 

5. How does God ratify the Sentenge of the 
Church in Heaven? An. The Lord may be 
ſaid to ratify it, (1.) Approbatively, when he 
@pproves of it. And the Lord approves of the 
Acts and Decrees of his Servants. when agree- 
able to his revealed Will, even though they are 
ſometimes oppoſite ro his decreeing Will: As 
we ſee in the Caſe of David, who reſolved to 
build the Temple of the Lord ; the Lord ap- 
proved of his Purpoſe, though he had decreed 
it otherwiſe. (2.) Exccutively, when he exe- 
cutes it according to his eternal Decree, To 

the Elect and Believers he gives Repentance and 
Recovery, but as for others he leaves them 10 
periſh in their Obſtinacy and Impenitency. 

6. What are the Uſes and Ends of this Ordi- 
mance in the viſible Church * Auſ. It is an Or- 
dinance of Chriſt for Puniſhment and Chaſtiſe- 
ment ; which, if rightly adminiſtered, is an 
excellent, thou 

f the Spirit, for awakening the Conſcience of 
the impenitent, ftraying and 
in order to his Repentance and Recovery. How- 

deit, as it is an extraordinary Mean, fo er 
e | «+ ſhould 


* 


an awiul Mean, in the Hand 


wandering Sinner, 
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ſhould it he made uſe of, but in extraordinary 
Caſes, all other Means failing. But on the con. 
trary, it miſapplied ; it is a Mean in the Hand 
of Satan to bring about a quite contrary Event ; 
God's Name being thereby profaned, his Or- 
dinance abuſed, the Hearts of the Godly fad. 
= ened, and the Hearts of the Wicked hardened. 
This we told our reverend Corrector both in 
2 our Conference and Pamphlet. And if this be 
What he ſays “ produces a mere Confuſion, in- 
„ ſtead of preſerving any Diſtinction, betwixt 
& the vilible and inviſible Church,” 1 ſhall juſt 
let him enjoy his own viſionary Dream, and 
X ſubmit all to the impartial Reader. 

Our reverend Cor rector, in his ſecond Aſſer- 
tion, pag. 8. tells us, that “ the greater Ex- 
communication proceeds only upon 2 

& Grounds ; ſuch as Mem may take a Cogniſance 
% of, without preſuming to ſearch or judge a 
X*© Perſon's Heart; or otherwiſe, than ac- 
* cording, to What is vilible in his Profeſſion 
“ and Behaviour.” Anf. 1 tubfcribe to the whole 
Jof this Aſſertioy : 1 never made the Heart of 
any the Subject of Mens Judgment. Yet we 
Frould beware of renting alunder that which in 
Ihe very Nature of Things is joined together. 
us it is Arrogance to go beyond the Com- 
mandment of God; fo it is rebellion, and as 


% 
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n . fm of uitheraſt, v ilfully to come thort of 
d t. I obſerved before, that Mens Actions or 
»f Works formally conſidered, in their Principles, 


Nlotives, and Ends, are not the Suhject of hu- 
Pan judgment; this is God's Prerogative alone; 
er 7 t that it is the Matter of them which is ſo; 
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"and that not of one fingle Act only, but of their 
» "habitual Courſe and Way. Hence Cilleſpie, in 
the firſt Chapter of the third Book of png 
Rod bloſſoming,” pag- 542. obſerves that © in 
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©, demneth Judgment, Matth. vii. 


ps 40 
Where we are taught to denominate Mens 
Perſons from their, Actions. Chriſt ſaith not, 
Grue not that which-is holy unto ſuch as ſnarle 
at the Word, lick up their own Vomit, and 
feed upon tleeir own Luſts, but dogs; the MR, 
former being a ceftain Indication of the latter. 

Far be it from us to judge without Evidences; 
but where we hare infallible ones, we are war- 
ranted of God to call them by their own Name. 


for. 
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it; but as to his preſent State, ſhall we have 
no Concern about? What can be the Sub. 


t able with ſuch groſs Errors and Scandals,. as 
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that very Place where our Saviour — 


1.—5. immediately he addeth, Cive not 
that which is: holy unto the dogs, verſ. 6. 


Ibid. Pag. 8. In this third Aſſertion he lays, 5 
that it is true, that a Perſon may be charge- 


will evidence him to be in a graceleſs State, by 
a plain Inconſiftency thereof with a gracious 
State.“ This I grant, which is all that I plead & 

* But then” (ſays he) © his State cannot be '4 


the Subject of human Judgment and Determi- 
nation.“ If he mean his future State, I grant 


4 


ject of Judgment ? Is it only this, that, evil Ac. . 


tions ate evil Aftions ? Our Saviour teacheth uv 1 
far otherwiſe, even to denominate Mens Perſons 
from tbeir Actions: Luke vi. 45. An evil man 
aut H the evil treaſure of his heart, bringe 
forth that which is evil: for of the abundanc' 
.&f the heart his mouth AND. He brings in 3 
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a civil Compariſon-after this Manner: A Pe? 
* fon may be known to be the King's Heart: W 
Sa 


„ enemy; while it is no way competent for the 
« King's Officers, to judge and proceed againſt 
him as ſuch, —but only fer bis illegal Prac- 
„ tices.” As the legt of the lame are nut e- 
Wes! * fo is a parable in the mouth ef fdels, 


q 
, 


Feivil Actions of Men. And although their Sub. 


. 
» Wes ſhould be ignorant both of his Perſon, Go- 
e 

d 


do nothing againft the King, or his Govern- 
ment, are looked upon as good Subjects. But 
r. the Church have to do with the Confcienegs of 
Nen: "They watch for their fouls, at they that 


uft give account, Heb. xili. 17. 80 that if a 


S, has no more Right to holy Things, than thoſe 
e- who are openly profane: Fer it is a people of 
as no underſtanding * therefore he that made them 
will not have mercy on them, and he that 
Wormed them will ſheu them no favour, II. 
xvii. 11. The Tord Feſus fhall be revented 
be Vom heaven; with'his mighty angels,” in la- 
ung fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
ant ot Cod, and that obey not the \gofpeb of "our 
Tord Jeſus Chrift, 2 Theſſ. i. 7. 8. I with that 
ub- ye may be delivered from ſueh Watchmen, who 
A c- Wave no more Care for precious Souls, than 
\ v5 Kings Officers have for Kings Rebels. As alſo 


ons e tells us, that “though we may find the 
nan iaſpired Penmen calling | Perſons Wicked or 
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righteous, in reſpect of their inviſible State; 
e gives us no Inſtance of it) © yet there is 


- IT 


Kings and their Officers have only to do with tlie 


vernment, Laws, and Priviſeges; yet if they 


perſon be ignorant, ſlothful, and obſtinate, he 


no Warrant in all the Bible, —for any ordina- 
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c Members or Officechearet's in-the Church 
. F0 *prahonnce about Men in that Manner; or 
4 to funk them under the Characters of Wicked 
« and Rig htecus, —any otherwiſe, than in re- 
4 ſpect of what is vj ſible about them. Thus 
e it is that the Prophet, (and in bim all the 
Lord's Watehmen) . was directed to deal wich 
% Perſons, Exel. iii. 18.— 24. XxXIii. 12.19.“ 
Here ſeems to be a plain Contradiction, the for- 
mer and latter Clauſes compared, ſeeing the 
Prophet Ezekiel was an inſpired. Penman., If 
the Prophet pronounced Mens preſent State 
from that which was viſſhle about them, then 
this is all that we plead for; ſeeing there is an 
inſeparable Connexion betwixt a wicked Life 
and a wicked Heart. There may indeed be a 
ſeeming Blameleſſneſs outwardiy, where the 
Heart is wicked; but Where the Life is no 
tually wicked, the Heart cannot be really 
cious. Moreover, we find the Apoſtle — 
pronouncing concetning Simon Magus, not from 
any ee ben Inſpiration, but from viſifle 
pearances. He had a little before profeſſed his | 
2 and was baptized ; but having diſcouered 
orance and Carnality, Peter. tells him, 
5 = heart was not right in the fight of God; | 
that be was in the gall of bitterneſs, and inthe "i 
Lend of 1 iniquity ity = Which Peter concluded from 
— Money ſor the Gift of the Holy ja 
-Gh He brings in à mere empty Cavil, ſay- 
ing, that * the Gen-wy: Confeſſion; and the · ſe | 
*; cond; Book: of Diſciphne, tell us, that a2 
40 Church: judĩcature at / Power - 70 exXCOmmu 5 
Z nicate the Obſtinote ; not the Graceleſs: And 
5 — in out e þ Confeſſion, ĩt is de- 
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WC clired, That the Cfficers. of the Church are 8 
WF to proceed. by Excommunication, according 
to the Nature of the Crime, and Demerit of 1 
8 he Perſon,” For removing of which, I have 3 


Iready obſerved; that Obſtinacy is an Adjunct, 7 
hic when accompanying Wickedneſs, makes = 
he Caſe of the Perſon altogether deſperate: fo _ - 
Pat it is not his Wickedneſs ſimply conſidered, 
it Obſtinacy joined therewith, that renders all 
oer Means which the Church can uſe, ineffec- 
Sal : And therefore the laſt Mean muſt be eſſayed. 
lence | our Weſtminſter Confeſſion, Chap. xxx. * 
. Joins them together, notorious and obſtinate _— 
Wenders. . . - = 
Pag. 9. His fourth Aſſertion is, that © what- x 
ever was the State of the inceſtuous Perſon ; 2 
and however evident it might be, that he x 
was in a graceleſs State: yet no Account is 9 
there taken or given Of his State, — but of his | 
Behaviour; in reſpe& whereof he is called a | 
wicked: her ſon. Again, as it is probable, _ 
that Ale under —was the ſame who had been 1 
a Sufferer for the Truth, 4s xix. 331: ſo, _ 
whatever his S ate proved to be, no Aęeount 1 
was taken or given, but of his groſs Error.“ "i 
dur Confeflion of Faith, Chap. 30.4, 4. 
ns the Nature of the Crime, and*Demerit of i 
* we Perſon, as that which conſtitutes a proper 1 
dect of the greater Excommunication. . It is | 
/ 90 obſervable, that we do not read of any Ob- > 
I oaecy ia the inceſtuons Perſon : The Church 
oceeded only upon the Nature of the, Crime; _ 
a d from thence *denominates him a wichen 
„As for Alexander I have ſaid enough i 
dre. Whether he was obſtinate or not, we _ 
g | 0 n N are Res * 4 4 G 
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-=S are not informed: It ſeems that the Sentence 


proceeded. only upon the Nature of the Crime, 
| and Demerit of the Perſon. 

1 : Pag. 10. In his fifth Aſſertion he tells us, 
—_ * that there are many Caſes, in which Perſons 
; « may be juſtly proceeded againſt with the 
greater Excommunication ; Wherein it would 

be moſt uncharitable to conſider them as 

« graceleſs Perſons. According to this Rule 
of Judgment, the ſmall Number of gracious * 
« Perſons in the World will be rendered much 

* {maller ; or rather, none at all.” Anſ. I obſer- 3 

ved before, that there is a great Difference be- 

twixt the greater and leſſer Excommunication ; X 

- which our 'reverend Corrector through the 
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_ 
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whole of his Performance blends and con- 


#; 
a 
of 


ö y E: founds together without Diſtinction. Hence 
2 I ſay, that a Believer may be obſtinate and in-. 
Toy corrigible, in ſubmitting or giving Obedience tori 
=. certain Laws and Statutes in a particular Church, Re 
1 6 even when well calculated for her Peace andi 
» good Order; yea, he may vilipend them, ande. 
_=_ call them Superſtition and unwritten Tradi-. f 
_ - tions e for which no doubt he may be juſtly ex- i. 
1 communicated from that particular Church, n. 
1 and yet remain a Member of the viſible catholic t 


Church. But that a Believer will perſiſt in 
damnable Errors, or groſs Immoralities, wil“. 
fully, obſtinately, and impenitently, in oppoſ- 
tion to Light and Conviction, ſo as he may be. 
come a proper Subject of the greater Excom-Y. 
munication from the whole catholic viſib 
Church, is what I abſolutely deny. And IF 

challenge him to produce one Inſtance or Ex. 4 

ample in all the Scripture to prove it. I mu 
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Slſo differ from him as to what he ſays in the 
Natter Clauſe of his Aſſertion: For if they were 
All true Believers that render outward Obedience 
Jo the Cenſures of the Church, the Number of 
nem would be far greater, than I fear in the 
Event will amount to. | | * 
bid. Pag. 10. Our reverend CorreQtor, in 
is /ixth Aſſertion, tells us, that © as the great - 
er Excommunication, however juſtly in- 
lifted, «doth not caſt a Perſon out of the 
inviſible Church— ; ſo neither doth it caſt 
him out of the viſible Church catholic 
He is cut off from actual Memberſhip in any 
particular organized Church ; yet he is ſtill a 
Member and Brother of the catholic Church 
viſible, and conſequently deſerves the Chriſtian 
n- Name.” Au. How to recoycile thoſe Things 
toBWrith Truth, or even with itſelf, is above my 
h,WKeach. (1.) That it doth not caſt a Perſon out 
nd08df the inviſible Church, who once was in it, I 
ndBeartily grant: But how a Perſon can be guilty 
di- f ſuch attrocious Wickedneſs, which to our 
ex · Fiew ſeems inconſiſtent with a State of Grace, 
ch, d yet a Member of the inviſible Church, is 
olicWfhicult to conceive ; ſeeing Faith and Holineſs, 
in th outward and inward, is eſſential in a true 
wil Nember of the Church: For with the heart man 
ol NMlieveth unto righteouſneſs, and with the mouth 
be. feſſion is made unto ſalvation, Rom. x. 10. 
ome.) That a Perſon may be caſt out of a par- 
nos ular Church, and yet remain a Member of 
id © e catholic Church, I grant: But that a Per- 
Ex can be excommunicated from the whole ca- 
mul 1 olic viſible Church, and yet romain in their 
age a real Member of it, is a Contradiction in 
bo C2 Terms. 
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Terms. (3) That he is a Brother in ſome re- 
lative Senſe, I grant; viz. by Blood, Nation, 
and once by Chriſtian Communion. And there- 
fore we ſhould uſe all lawful Means for his Re- 
covery ; ſuch as praying for him, though not 
with him; inſtrufting, admoniſhing, and ex, 
horting bim, that if by any Means he may be 
recovtred out of the Snare of the Devil. We 
uſe to ſay, beholding a Branch of an Apple- tree 
lying on the Ground, There lies a Branch of an 
Apple - tree, cut off and withering : If it were in. 
rafted in again, might yet bear Fruit; but if 
it lie withering on the Ground, is good for no- 
thiog but the Fire : John xv. 6. If a man abidi8 
not in me, he is caſt forth as a branch, and i 
withered ; and men gather them, and caſt then 
into the fire, and they are burned. But to ung 
derſtand him a Brother or Church-member i 
any other Senſe, to my View is a mere empt) 
Speculation. . 3 
Pag. 11. Oar reverend Corrector, in his / 
venth Aſſertion, tells us, © that according . 
* the Rule Which our Loxp gives, Matti 
« xviil. 15.—18. the greater Excommunicatio 
c may juſtly proceed, on the Caſe of any B, 
« ther in a particular Church, - who is capab 
c of ſuch Obſtinacy in any private Offence, 8 
ec not to hear the Church, when the Caſe is 
« gularly delated to them: For the Rule, in t 


| 
* 
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% Event, is,. — Let him be unto thee as an Hin 


« then Man and a Publican. And this dt! 
©. not determine any thing about what the Brann 
« ther has been, or preſently is; but what 8 

& is t9 be, for the e Nor doth it dete 
* mine any thing about what he is to be re 


a 
in himſelf, as to his State; but what he is to 
6 be relatively unto tbee,—as an Heathen Man 
% and a Publican.”” He brings in Gilleſpie's 
Explication of this Place, in his firſt ſix Chap- 
ters of the third Book of Aaron's Rod bloſſoming. 
An. I ſhall briefly take notice of what I think 
be is agreeable to Truth, together with Gilleſpie's 
e Sentiments upon the whole. 
bee 1. If the Offence be only perſonal, as well as 
an private, which doth neither wrong the Glory of 
in. God, nor the ſpiritual Good either of the Of- 
ile fender, or of the Offended, then there is no 
no Neceſſity of telling it to the Church. But the 
id Offence here ſeems to be of that Nature, viz. 
4% ruining to the Offender's Soul: And therefore it 
hen is ſaid, If the offending Brother hear the Of. 
une fended, then the Offended hath gained his Bro- 
r WM ther ; recovered him out of the Snare into which 
api he was taken. But if leſſer Means will not pre- 
3 vail, then fell it to the Church + but if hemegle& - 
s ſe to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an a 
= Heathen Man and a Publican. 
2. I ſhall inquire, 1j?, What is to be under- _ 
ations ſtood by that Expreſſion, Let him be unto thee'; 2 
Bi 2dly, What is to be underſtood by a Heathen 1 
pab Man and a Publican and ſubſcribe to Gilleſpie's * =. 
ce, Anſwer in both. 1/7, Let him be unto thee, re- 0 
is pets the whole Church; for although the Of- | 
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in i fence began with one Member, yet when be 4 
LE * . k _— 
Hei neglects to hear the Church, then it becomes =— 
do be Offence of the whole Church, Sure this 8 


e Bri * Vere a Repugnancy betwixt the Judgment of the. 3 «Y 
nat hole Church, and the Judgment of one Mem- = 
dei Per of the Church; and two Things which-are "=. 

ppugnant, cannot be both agreeable to the bd 1 
0 | x £20 = 


E | 

| 2 n * i ; 
of Chriſt. | Aaron's Rod, Book 3. Chap. 2. pag. 
= 366. 2dly, What is to be underſtood by an Hea- 
RT”. then Man and Publican. The Heathen had no 
Part nor Portion with God's People, Neh. ii. 
20. : They were not within, but without the 
=. Church ; being aliens from the commonwealth 


promiſe, having no hope, and without God in the 
. world, Eph. ii. 1 2. So that Let him be as an 
=> Heathen, muſt reach thus far: Let him no more 
E artake in the Ordinances, than an Heathen; 

. g tw no. more Churet-communion with him, 
; than with an Heathen: Let him be no more 
acknowledged for a Church-member, than an 
_ Heathen ; and good Reaſon, he hath made him - 

ſelf as an Heathen : Rom. ii. 25. If thou be a 
. ' breaker of the lau, thy circumciſion is made un- 
= - circumciſim. Yea, a ſcandalous and profane 
| Chorch-member is worſe than an Infidel, Here 
we may find Gilleſpie maintaining my new 
Tenet in as ſtrong Terms as can be expreſſed. 


= 
„ 


. My reverend Corrector, in his three conclu- 
ding Particulars, labours to darken and perplex 
my Sentiments in the preſent Caſe, venting as 
many Abſurdities and Impeſlibilities, as Nico- 
"= demus cid concerning the new Birth. 

In his fr/? Particular he tells us, © that this 
3 new Tenet—” (viz, judging a Man's preſent 
State, Heart and Frame, his Words and 
Actions; for 1 abſolutely refuſe his Repreſenta- 
tion of the plain Fact, which he ſays I main- 
tained, pag. 7, of his Book) © quite perverts 
_ © the true Nature and Deſign of Church-diſ- 
_ < cipline, and turns it into a Channel of Blaſ- 
_ 3 een; 


of !ſrael, and ſtrangers from the covenants of | 
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© phemy; wherein the Throne of God is u- 

$6 2 . For if the final Iſſue of Diſcipline 

de a proceeding againſt Perſons as graceleſs ; 

*© then it is no more an Ordinance, for purging © 

& the Church of Errors and Scandals, but for 
= © purging it of graceleſs Perſons.” Anf. For 
'Y * wiping off the Duſt he hath raiſed againſt this 
Doctrine, theſe Particulars may be conſidered. 
(..) As Ged is infinitely holy and juſt, ſo he is 
2X omniſcient ; it is his Perogative alone to ſearch 
te heart, and try the reins of the children of 
men. The Church triumphant is the Place 
where he diſplays or manifeſts the Glory of his 
2X Holineſs more eſpecially ; and there no un- 
clean Thing can enter, Rev. xxi. 27. The Church 
EX militant is the Mountain of his Holineſs, Pſal. 
X lxxxviii. 1. xciii. 5. This is the Place where 
X God trains up his Candidates for Heaven: All 
= the Stones of the heavenly Sanctuary are hew- 
ed in this Mountain; for there is not the Sound 
of any Iron-tool heard in Heaven. Now, as 
XZ God hath given to his Church the Doctrine of 
his holy Word, to teach Men both the Doc- 
trine and Practice of Faith and Holineſs ; ſo he 
*X hath his Courts of Juſtice in his Church: For 
there are ſet thrones of juapment + the thrones of 
the houſe of David, Pſal. cxxii. 5. to judge, re- 
prove, and rebuke ſuch as hold ſuch Errors, or are 
guilty of ſuch Immoralities, as are either detri- 
mental to, or incooſiſtent with Faith and Holi- 
x neſs: And the Sentence muſt paſs as our Con- 
feſſion words it, according to the Nature of the 
= Crime, and Demerit of the Perſon.” And can- 
not this be done without jumping into the 
1 n ; Throne 


4 3 ER th 4 + * ef 1 24 1 7 1 . * 
= Throne of God, and judging the Secrets of the «1 « 
nem! Ry Wy 
= Our reyerend Corrector, in his ſecond Parti- Av 


—_— cular, Jabours to raiſę another Cloud of the 4 

ame Nature, to darken and perplex the pre - ſs 

= ſent Subject. He tells us, that © the foreſaid 4 

1 % new Tenet——-quite perverts the Rule 

( which our Lon gives (Aſatth. xviii. 15.— 

1 © 18.) for Procedure in Diſcipline; rendering 

— « jt an uſeleſs and mock Rule: Yea, all Church- thy 

“ diſcipline is hereby overthrown, as being im- 5 

A - © prafticable. The Rule plainly ſuppoſes 755 

“ an Uncertainty, if that Brother will hear the tri 

BT offended Party; or afterwards hear the + had 
« Church: And if he neglect᷑ to hear the Church ; f 
« the Procedure —1— without any Remeid, = 


te (as the new Tenet pretends), to declare him 


* a graceleſs Perſon. How can the offended hy 
= « Party venture to begin any dealing with the Bir 
= * offending Brother, even ſo much as in tellin es 
him his Fault privately, unleſs he ſhould firſt "Sa 
= % know, that the Brother is a graceleſs Per- * 
=. « ſon? — Aud while he cannot pretend to be h 
32 Judge in this Caſe, he can have nothing a- 4 . 
4 do with that Rule. Moreover, if the der 
«x « inflifting of the gredter Excommunication, ch 
= or the Procedure with a Brother who ne- 2 
3 “ glects to hear the Church, —muſt be a decla- 25 
ring him graceleſs; how can any Church - judi- 
d cature meddle with ſuch Procedure, while Ate 
=_ © they cannot pretend to be Judges in the ho 
1 © Caſe? And if they are to proceed upon Cb. e 


J /tinacy in Errors or Scandals, —only in ſo far 


2s they may draw Conjeeures therefrom. a- 
daut the Perſon's gradeleſs Heatt; how can 

—_ r d the en 
—_— a 81 * | 
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10 che Procedure of Diſciplſine get | any ſolid}. 
% Footing in ConjedFures ? Tbis would plunge 


them into the horrid Depths of Heart. jud- 
« ging; and ſo turn Church - diſcipline to no- 
«thing better, than a Scheme of npofſibriity 
“ and Abſurdity.“ For ſcattering of this dark 


Cloud, I ſhall lay down theſe following Conſi- 


derations. 25 

1. That no Church-cenſure whatſoever brings 
the Church under any Neceſſity of Heart jud- 
ging They have the Oracles of Truth to be 
their Guide. So that they muſt not only doc- 
trinally teach them all Things whatſoever he 
hath commanded them; but in Diſcipline paſs 
ſentence alſo according toChriſt's Commandment. 
2. As the Crimes of Church-members are vari- 
ous ; ſo our Saviour directs to various Cenfures 
which are to be inflifted for curing of thoſe 
Diſeaſes. And according to the Nature of the 
Crime, and Demerit of the Perſon, muſt the 
Sertence paſs. If one Brother has offended an- 
other, the Offender muſt be excluded from ho- 
ly Thiogs, until he be reconciled to his Bro- 


ther: If the Offence riſe yet higher, to that 


particular Church whereof he is a Member, 
providing he remains obſtinate, may be exclu- 
ded from Communion with that particular 


even to the higheſt, fo that it would offend the 
whole catholic Church; if he continues obſti- 
nate and impenitent, then the Sentence muſt al- 
ſo be greater: He muſt be looked upon by all 
and every one' of the Faithful, as an Heathen 
Man and Publican ; in as miſerable a Caſe as an 
deathep, yea, worſe than an Infidel : And re 

Fe D =: 13 


Church: But if the Offence rife yet higher, or | 


” . 4 * 2 4 4 
þ $4 \ 


| EX 7 22 : Ww3 


Li 


| [ 26 ] 
this is not Heart-judging, but what they are 
warranted' by him who is Truth itſelf, and the 
Searcher of all Hearts, with whom we mult 
leave all Secrets. I cannot but obſerve, that 
our reverend Corrector by his Sophiſtry, ere e- 
ver he is aware, falls into a dreadful Scheme of 
Blaſphemy, in reflecting upon the Wiſdom of 
the great Lawgiver, for impoſing a Taſk of 
Duties upon his Church, which is both abſurd 
and impoſſible. Chriſt's Command is, Give not 
that which is holy unto the dogs, neither caſt ye 
your pearls before ſwine, Matth. vii. 6. nd if * 
thou take ſorth the precious from the vile, thou il 
ſhalt he as my mouth, Jer. xv. 19. If the 
Church ſhall anſwer, This puts us upon Heart- 3 | 
judging, and uſurping the Throne of God; this 
is abſurd and impoſſible : How can we know 
who are Dogs or vile Perſons ? Our Saviour 
anſwers, Ye ſhall know them by their fruits, 


not bis tongue, but decerveth his own heart, thi: * 
man's religion is vain. But may not his Tongue 
be looſe, and yet his Heart fixed? No; for out: 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeal-. 
eth, Matth. xii. 34. For by thy words thou ſhalt E. 
be juſtified, and by thy words thou ſhalt be con- ot 
demned, verſ. 37. From the whole we may 
frame this Argument: What the Searcher ol 
Hearts reveals ro his Church, concerning the 
inſeparable Connection between Wickedneſs * 
the Heart, and habitual Wickedneſs in the Life, 
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is no uſurping the Throne of God, or unwar- 
rantable Heart-judging : But the Searcher of 
Hearts hath revealed to his Church, that there 
is an inſeparable Connection betwixt ' habitual 
Wickedneſs, in Works and Words, and Wick- 
edneſs in the Heart. Therefore to denominate 
a Man a wicked or a vile Perſon, from his wick- 
ted Words and Works, is by no means an u- 
ſurping of the Throne of God, or unwarrant- 
able Heart-judging. The Major cannot be de- 
Nied, the Minor is proved from the above cited 
WScriptures; therefore the Concluſion is ſure. 
Hut ſuch as would ſew pills to arm. holes, 
rek. xiii. 18. can tell us, that theſe Things 
is 4 ire but mere Conjectures; and what ſolid Foot- 
y vg can the Diſcipline of the Church have in 
ir enjectures? I anſwer, If theſe Things be mere 
s, eonjectures, then there is no ſolid Footing in 
in he Word of God either for the Doctrine or 
n. Piſcipline of the Church. The Church declares 
ad hat thoſe who indulge the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
» - dultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſcivioug= 
* , idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
i Ewlations, wrath, ſlrife, ſediticns, hereſies, 
- Epvyings, murders, drunkenneſs, revellings, and 
ch like, —ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God, 
. Sal. v. 19. 20. 21. Now, when any Perſon is 
a Prought before a Church. judicature, convicted 
of theſe or the like Crimes, 'the Church tells 
im, as Nathan did David, Thou art the man: 
ad if thou continue in this Courſe obſtinately 


r 
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the 1 0 yr orgy, » thou ſhalt not inherit the king 
in em of Cod Theſe Things proceed from the 


il Treaſure of thy Heart, Matth. xv. 19. 
„Hat our reverend Corrector hath borrowed from 
1 x W232: Satan 
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Satan an excellent Shield to ward off the Dint 
of the Sword of the Spirit: Theſe Thing# are 
| but mere Conjeftures ; notwithſtanding F all 
theſe T, ä Te Joan not ſurely die. | 


My cad Corredtor's laſt Stroak of the 
Rod, is, to give a Specimen of what Doctrine 
has been hitherto known in the Church, with 
reſpect to this Controverſy ; -labouring to make 
the ſame ſtrike againſt' my Sentiments formerly 
advanced: But to how little Purpoſe, will after-3 
wards appear. And leſt I ſhould weary the 
Reader, I ſhall take notice only of ſome of the 
Authorities which have the greateſt ſeeming? 3 
Strength, and that as briefly as poſſible. | 


4 


Tie Order of - Excommunication, —uſed in 112 
Church of Scotland. 2 5 


& A ſmall Offence or Slander, ma juſl de. * 
ce ſerve Excommunication ; by reaſon of the 
«© Contempt and Diſobedience of the Offender. - 

To which I ſhall ſubjoin, becauſe of thei 
Affinity, ( = 


The Directory of Church-gover nment ra- 


tiſed by the firſt Nonconfer miſts in 10 
Days Queen Kliſabeth. 3 <4 


| 1 
The Obſtinate, after Admonition by 1 
, < Conſiſtory, though the Fault have not be: 
« ſo great, are to be ſuſpended from the Con 
4 munion ; and if they continue in = 9 
PE inaeſ 


, * 
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« ſtinacy, this ſhall be the Order to proceed 
*-to their Excommunication, Gc.” 


| 401. 1. There is no Offence or moral Evil 


ſmall in its Nature: Every Sin deſerveth 


« God's Wrath and Curſe, both in this Life, 
cm © and that which is to come ;” For the wages 
hl ſin is death, Rom. vi. 23. So that when per- 
Ke ſiſted in obſtinately and impenitently, in Oppo- 


fition to Light and Conviction, they no doubt 
deſerve Excommunication. 2. As there are 
Degrees of Offences comparatively conſidered, 
ſo the Sentence muſt paſs, according to the Na- 
ture of the Crime, and Pemerit of the Perſon, 
Conf. chap. xxx. C 4. 1. Excluſion from the 
=X Sacraments; 2. from a particular Church; 
= and, 3. from the whole catholic Church. 


11: 
= Turrettine's Syſtem of Divinity, vol. 3. loc. 
3 18. queſt. 32. | 
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con a Demerit of the Fault. Wherefore we are 
not immediately to think, that by Excom- 


committed againſt an infinite God, that can be 


% munication 
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mall be brought to Repentance : Neither can it We, 


Cafe obſtinately and impenitently, in Oppoſition 


N n 


— 30 I | 
« munication an Offender is _ and abſo- 
&« jutely cut off from the Body of Chriſt ; for 
« often one ceaſes not to be a Member of the 
« Church in ſecret, and as to the inward State, 
« though, according to external Diſcipline, he 
« be for a Time removed from the Society of 
«the Faithful. 
« The delivering unto Satan, (1 Cor. v. 5.), 
cannot be better applied, than to Excommu- 
4% "nication, and its Effects. The Reaſon of the 
6 Expreſſion is taken from this, That he. who 
« is caſt without the Church, and hereby de- 
« prived of the proper Bencfits of the Church, 
„Eis left expoled to the Tyranny and Tempt- 
« ations of the Devil, who reigns without the 
„ Church : Thus Paid would better hold forth, 
% how horrible a Thing it is to be caſt out 
from the Society of the Church.“ - 


40 


In anſwer to what ſeeming Differences may 
here appcat, I indeed grant, that caſting a Per- 
ſon out of the Church, will not cut him off 
from real Union with Chriſt, if he hath once 
been implanted in him; for ſooner or latter he 


hinder the Converſion of the Elect yet uncon- 
verted. But it declares the Demerit of his + $ 
Crime; that hè deſerves not only to be caſt our 
from the Society of the Faithful on Earth, but Y Fj 
to be excluded from the Communion vf the | 8 
Saints in Heaven; and that if he continues in this 4 N 4 


to Light and Conviction, he muſt inevitably pe- 1 4 
riſh. He is now caſt out of the Church, out of 
Which there is a0 Salvation.; he is in the ſame | 
miſerable 


7 
— 31 ] 
miſerable Caſe with Heathen Men and Publi- 
cans; expoſed to the Tyranny of Satan; caſt 
out from the Favour of Cod, as our Dis ectory 
for Church. government expreſſes it; and, as 
ſome explain our Saviour's Words of the ui- 
thered branch, John xv. 6. men gather them, 
that is, ungodly Men gather them into their 
Company, and they ſhall be caf? into the fire, 
if the Lord timeouſly pluck them not out «of 
the burning. | 

The next Author alledged againſt me, is, 


Mr Rutherfoord's divine Right of Church- 
government and E xcommunication. 


Pag. 260. 261. We never made Excom- 
munication a neceſſary Conſequent of the 
Lord's judging Men unworthy of Heaven : 
For then all thoſe that God judgeth unworthy 
of Life eternal, ſhould be excommunicated, 
and- only thoſe ; which is falſe. For God 
may judge ſome worthy of Life eternal in 
Chriſt ; and yet they are to be excommuni- 
EF cated, if they refuſe to hear the Church, as 
many Regenerate may go that far in ſcanda- 
lous Obſtinacy : And many whom God jud- 
& geth unworthy of Life eternal, may ſo belye 
a Profeſſion, as they deſerve not to be ex- 
communicated: And both theſe may fall out, 
and do fall out, according to the revealed 
Will of Chriſt.” 7 
ag. 341. © Even the ſound in Faith, if 
FX obſtinate in Scandals, may deſerve Extom- 
= munication.” | | 
tf. 


CHAD BN "72,8 
Au. 1 may grant the whole of Mr Ruther - 
Pord's Aﬀertions; and yet they make nothing 
againſt my Sentiments. I find that Mr Ruther-' 
Ford, in his Due Right of Preſbytery, makes, 
as has been done, three Degrees of Excommu- 
nication; the laſt he calls Excommunication\ 
from the ꝛubhole catholic Church, and makes men- 
tion of Julian the Apoſtate as an Inſtance. But 
even abſtracting from this; ½, We have ſaid 
already, both in our Conference, and Pamphlet, 
pag. 8. that no Man can certainly judge or de- 
termine any Man's future State, what it ſhall 
be hereafter, in regard no Man can enter into 
the Secrets of Election gnd Reprobation ; nor 
can any fet Bounds to fovereign and free Grace, 
who worketh how and when he will : And in 
pag. 24. It is poſſible the Church may excom- 
municate one that is a true Believer. 2dly, A 
_ Perſon may be ſound in the Doctrine of Faith, 
and ontwardly blameleſs in his Converſation ; 
yea, he may have high Pretenſions of Zeal for 
the Glory of God, and yet periſh eternally : 
and one may fall into very groſs Scandals, and 
lie in them for ſome Time, and yet be a Child 
of God : So that we can conclude nothing con- 
cerning a Perſon's future State from any of 
theſe Things : Yea even when the Caſe ſeems 
to us molt deſperate, God can gather thoſe 
whom the Church eannot gather. She can on- 


Iy uſe the Means which Chriſt hath inſtituted ; 


but he can work. with Means, without' Means, 
'. apainft Means, and above Means, in the Works 
of Grace, as well as in the Works of Nature. 
May not then the Church tell all in general, and 
every one in particular, that if they make tlie 

;N | World 
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World their God, they ſhall never enjoy God? 
that if they forſake Chriſt, and follow the 
World, they are not meet for the Kingdom of 
Heaven? and that F any man laue the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him? Now, if 
he will not hear the Church in thefe and the 
Uke Things, but remains obſtinate and incorri- 
gible, they may caſt him out of their Commu- 
nion, and leave Secrets with God, with whom 
all Things are poſſible. 28s | 
As for Mr Marſhall's Ceſpel. myſtery of Sanc- 
ti cation, he makes nothing againſt us, and no- 
thing to his Purpoſe. We have told in what 
Senſe we look upon an excommunicate Man as 
a Brother, namely, as one that once had Com- 
munion with us, but now is cut off as a Branch, 
and is witherivg ; and that it is our indiſpen- 
ſible Duty to aſe all lawful Means for reclaim- 
ing and bringing back a wandering Sheep into 
Chriſt's Fold; for he which converteth a ſinner 
rom the error of his way, | ſhall ſave a ſoul from 
death, and ſhall hide a multitude of ſms, ſam. 
20. But if he repent not, he is in as miſer- 
able a Caſe as an Heathen Man, and a Publican; 
yea worle, for it were better he had never 
own the way of righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. ii. 21. 
The laſt Author quoted againſt me, which I 
ſhall take notice of, is, 


Mr Durham's Treatiſe concerning Scandal, | 
"part 3. Chap. 11. 


Speaking of ſcandalous Errors, and of ex- 
3 the Erroneous, —he ſays, 5 
* 3 ce 
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It may be queſtioned, what if the Perſon 
« be godly, or accounted ſo? Af. 1 ſhall not 
«I 155 unlike it is that a really gracious 
7 Man will be a Miniſter. of Satan; we have 
© ſpoken, of that already * ; But ſuppaſing it 
* te be {q, 1. If it be ſcandalous in a gracious 
„Man, is not the fame Remedy to be uſed for 
* the Church's Good? 2. That Soppoſition 
« of Paul's, Gal. i. 8, 9. doth put it above all 
« Queſtion; Though we (ſaith be). or an angel 
* 22 hegyen, preach another . let lum 
< be. accurſed: And again he faith it, to put 
« this gut of Controyerly ; / any man hall 
« preach another goſpel, let him be accurfed. 
« And if Paul will except no Man, no not him- 
* ſelf, nay nor an Angel from Heaven; whe 
© can be excepted ? Ge,” 


A As the Sins of Believers, by reaſon of 
their ſeveral a are more heinous in 
the Sight of God, and, by reaſon of their Con- 

ſequences, mare dangerous to the Chureh, than 

thoſe of others; ſo, though they eannot lay 
them under vindictive Wrath, they may bring 
them under ſevere fatherly Chaſtiſements, and 


the {evexe Sentence of the Church. Yet I muſt 
ſay, that although it hath been aſſerted, and we 
have yielded it, that there is a Poſlibility of Belie- | 


vers being guilty of falling into ſuch damnable Er- 
rors, or groſs Immoralities, as may deſerve the 


Sentence of the greater Excommunicatian ; their 
being ſo far left of God, as to perſiſt in them 


obſtinately and impenitently, in Oppoſition tv 
Se part 3. ahl. 3. afert. 2. 
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Light and Conviction, hath never yet been pro- 

ved, nor can we find one Inſtance of it in all 
che Setipture ; yea, it ſeems to contradict all 
the Promiſes pledged for their Security: Matth. 
xxiv. 24. John xvl. 13. 1 John it. 26. 27, 
Chap. iii. 9. And if we mark well the Place 
which the reverend and judicious Durham brings 
in here, it ſaith very much to this Purpoſe. 
The Apoſtle in an high Pang of Zeal for the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of the Church, 
ſimilar to that Rom. ix. 3. For I could wiſh that 
myſelf were accurſed from Chriſt, ſuppoſeth an 
Impoſſibility, and then draws a Concluſion from 
it : If an Angel from Heaven, or an Apoſtle on 
Earth, ſhould bring another Goſpel, whereby 
the Church is brought away from Chriſt, to 
Week Righteouſneſs by the Works of the Law, 
here they can meet with nothing but the 
Curſe ; rather than that the Church ſhould be 
urſed, let them be accurſed. But as there is 
in hypothetical Impoſſibility, by virtue of the 
eternal Decree, that a confirmed Angel, or an 
extraordinary Apoſtle, under the infallible Con- 
0 duct of the Spirk of Chriſt, ſhould be guilty of 
da och a dreadful Crime; fo it is as impoſſible 


— hat they ſhould be accurſed: for where the 
4 MF eiſles are impoſſible, the Condulion is as 
© npoſſible. 


His Quotation of Dur hum's Lecture, Rev. il, 
« 2. 3. is what I agree with, but it is nothing 
0 the preſent Purpoſe. 725 7 


The next Thing which I ſhall take notice of, 
„ his Adertion concerning the Burge/5-0ath. 
e ſays, that * a thouſand Pamphlets will ne- 

E 2 * mn 
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4 ver make it digeſt with a ſober Underſtand. 
© ing,—That a coming under the Bond of 
„ ſolemn Oath, for a Profeſſion and Defence Mi 
the true Religion, in conjunction with the 
© Members of the eſtabliſhed Church; can con. 
*< fiſt with being in a State of Seceſſion fron 
* the ſame Church, —and with ſealing the Se 
** ceſſion-teſtimony againſt her, by another ſo 
** lemn Oath., When once theſe pretended Sci 
* ceders ſhall fairly return to Communion wit 
the eſtabliſhed Church; we will no more al} 
* ledge any Inconliſtency, of their ſwearing th& 
“ Burgeſs-oath,” | =_— 
Isa anſwer to this, I muſt acknowledge ml 
Miſtake about the Matter of our Teſtimon;f 
and Grounds of our Seceſſion ; or rather th 
ſpecifical Difference in that Matter, from wha# 
they declare to the World to be their Teſtimu8 
ny and Grounds of Seceſſion, The Matter | 
our Teſtimony is, .to maintain, defend, and ac 
here to the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, ac 
Sovernment of the Church of Scotland, coc 
tained in the Word of God, and briefly fun 
med up in our Standards: To this we are (oN 
lemnly ſworn in our Baptiſm, in conjunRiog 
with the eſtabliſhed. Church, for it is materia 
the ſame : And this true Religion is eſtabliſne, 
by Law, for it hath all the Securities which 
the Law can give it, being touched with 1:28 
royal Sceptre; and every Subject in the Pre 
byterian Church of Scotland, is bound by A 
of Parliament, to own: the Confeſſion of Fail 
for the Confeſſion of his Faith. Again, 12 
Matter of our Teſtimony is, to witneſs and e 
ſtify againſt all the Corruptions and Defects "i 
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ther in Church or State, oppoſite to thoſe Prin- 
.ciples unto which we are ſolemnly ſworn in 
conjunction with the eſtabliſhed Church. Hence 
our Seceſſion» from the eſtabliſhed Church, is 
not from her as repreſented in her Standards, 
but as repreſented in her Judicatures, carrying 
on a Courſe of Defection, in Oppoſition to thoſe 
Principles 'folemnly ſworn to both before and 
after our Seceſſion. And I mult ſay, that it is 
not eaſy to ſee how an Oath binding to the true 
Religion, ſhould, ia the-Nature of Things, bind 
to all the Errors oppoſite to that true Religion; 
and that if we conſider, fuſt, that any promiſ- 
ſory Oath, or religious Vow, muſt be a Bond 
of Righteouſneſs, and cannot be a Bond of In- 
iquity. We are all of us, by virtue of the Law 
natural and moral, bound to Conformity with 
the holy Natore and Will of God; and no po- 
ſterior Oath can looſe us from that Obligation; 
adi for whenever. an | Oath becomes a Bond of In- 


ar iquity, it becomes void and null. But even ab- 
con ſtractiug from this; further, That an Oath can 
um bind to the true Religion, or to all the Princi- 


ples of Truth contained in the Standards of a 
Church, and yet at the ſame Time bind to all 
we Errors and Corruptions practiſed in that 


ner Church, muſt be a Contradiction in Terms. 
hic But to our Aſtoniſhment we find, that their 
| 28 Seceſſion is not only from the Church of Scot- 
Pre land, as ſhe is repreſented in her Judicatures, 
A but principally from her as repreſented in her 
aii Standards. To make out this Charge, I ſhall 


 t14yot wander from my preſent Purpoſe, but ſhall 
id te Menly inſtance in theſe two Particulars, . viz.. the 
1s % lanner of their Conſtitution, and the Manner 
Wil df their Procedure in Excommunication. 5 
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f | . As to their Conſtitution, which is not on- 

4 ly new, but likewiſe ſubverſive of Preſbyterian 

4 Principles; ſome of the Learned having written 
3 at large upon this Subject, to which no ſufficient 

Anſwer hath been ever yet returned, I ſhall 

but hint at ſome Things which are obvious to 

every conſidering Mind. n 4 

It will be owned by all, that Subordination -* 
of Judicatures, and Parity among Brethren, 

are the two eſſential Parts of Preſbyterian Go- 

vernment, in Oppoſition to Independency on 
the one hand, and lordly Prelacy on the other. 

Now, if we conſider the Conſtitution of this 

new Synod, we will fee a dire& Oppoſition to 

theſe Principles; for, (t.) The old Synod con- 

liſted of three Preſbyteries ; bur in this new Sy- 

nod there was none from the Preſbytery of 

Glaſgow but one Elder, whoſe Commiſſion was 

to {it in the old Synod. The Number of the 

old Synod was thirty-ſix, and the Number of 

the new Synod twenty-three *®. Now, where 

3 tray was 


* Mr Gb and his Adherents, have had the Confidence to 
affinn, that their Party were properly the Majority of the 
Aſſociate Synod at the Breach : And in conſequence of this 
they tell us with equal Aſſurance, that the original Power f 
the Aſſociate Synod is legally devolved upon them. This i: 
ſach a glaring Falſchood, that I cannot help obferving, that 
* it comes with a very bad Grace from one who aſſumes the 
4 | preſumptuous Taſk of a Corrector f Di ſingenuity. If that 
pretended Synod of theirs, has no other 'Argument to ow x 
port the Lawfulneſs of its Conſtitution, it muſt certainly be 
a very tottering Superſtructure. To make this evident, 1: 
is only needful to conſult their own Acts and Proceedings, i 
abliſhed in the Year 1747. In the Introduttion, pig. 8. 
" MrGibatfirms, that there were thirty Elders preſent at that 
Synod, which added to twenty-nine, the Number of Mini- 
ters then preſent, makes in all fifty-nine Members. Now, 
if we inquire how many of thoſe Members conſtituted their 
mew Synod, the Day immediately after the Breach, Mr ** 1 
1 ” - e 1 ö 
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was the Parity among Brethren, when the Mi- 
nor lorded over the Major? This is ſo new, 
that ſuch a Conſtitution was never yet known 
in a Preſbyterian Church. (2.) That it was 
new, is plain, becauſe that gefore the Breach 
= the Preſbytery of Edinburgh ordered their next 
5 Meeting to be at Stow, which accordingly Was 
kept; but the new Synod appointed it at Edin. 
burgh. (3-) Mr Clelland came up to Edinburgh 
= the next Week after the Breach; and after 

in their 4s, Gr. publiſhed by himſelf, informs us, that at 


WF their firſt Sederunt there were preſent thirteen Miniſters, 
Wand ten Elders, which is only twenty-three, and makes a 


ö & Majority of thirteen againft them. But Mr G76 can tell us, 

) Sthat eight of that Majority were Proteſtors againſt the Ac 
1 and conſequently Parties. But though this is grant- 

- cd, yet there was ſtills Majority of five againſt them, who 

ere not Proteftors; which mult at once effectually cut off 

f all their Pretences to the Power of the origins! Aſſociate Sy- 


1 gd And beſides the whole of themſelves to a Man were 
$s actual Proteftors againſt the Art of Synod, upon which they 
0 fcparate; and therefore could not be ſuſtained as Judges, 

. rose to their awn. Principles. Mr Ci cannot tbere- 
xf Kforce offended, if 1 offer him the me Complement which- 


e in a hte Performance, has paſſed upon a Party, who call 

A emſclyes the Refarmed Breghytery, and tell him in bie own: 
s erde, that he mie and his Party were the deſerts 
| To make this evident, 1 ſhall here ſubjain a Li 


» m0T77Try. 
to the 4. of the Members on each Side ot the Queſtion: 
he . The Jectate To From Glaſgaw Presbytery ; Meſſ. 
his = wg eiue, ques Fer, Dadid Horn, David Smetts. 
- of 3 ob M*Cava, ne, Andrew Black, David 
is fer, Stephen Paton, Andrew Themſon. From Dunfrrome 
hat Preabytery ; Ipb Erſkine, James Jahnfion, Tolp fe- 
the . From dir 17 Presbytery; Min Hutton, John 
hat With, James Mair. Elders twenty. In all thirty-ſix Mem- 


* 6 35 2. Phe Separatiſts, None from the Presbytery of Gla/gow.. 
p it en Danke: Presbytery ; Meſſ. Jene Se, 
„e, n Majr, Alexander Moncrief, Thomas Mr, George 


. 5. un #illizn Campbell. From Edinburgh Presbytery; 
hat ion ib, Andrew Clorkfor, Peter Matthre, J Scot” 
Uni- RR" We, George Murray, Rebert Archibald. Elders ten- 
ou. l twenty-three Members. 8 
their 1 8 ( . S 8 
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a "hers, a new Moderator, and a new Clerk. 64. * 
New Acts and Proceedings, under the mimic 


Form of a Summons put into their Hands; 


we conlider the Ground of all this Tyramy; 
bhich took its Riſe upon the tranſmitting Vote, 


0 to tranſmit” any new Thing to the diffufed 


| 15 | ca Men be Jud es of the Guilty, ſec ing they 


they püt it into a Nandipg Act; and that to 


| mitted after the Act of Synod, leſt we ſubor- 


5 anſwer, 1. Why did you refuſe it when it was 
- » overtured before elke et of the Synod? 2. 


ent ole, that one Brother's foul Hand 
Ow 


ett ing and proving of theirProceeding 
; Va$weceived n as a Member; and preſently 5A 
the Roll; a new Synod, and new Mein." 


Form of a judicial'Deed. ' The firſt Step is; to 
judge, condemn, and pretend to rob their Bre- 
thren of their Office; without {6 much as the 


which indeed they had ho Power to do, accord. 
ing to Preſbyterian Rules, . Fab any cal 


le-rout, 181 


2. Their lordly 


Prelacy” will yet ack if 


; 


according to the Barrier Reis, uſed in this 
lurch ps her pureſt Times, which were, 


Church, Preſbyteries and Kirk-ſefſions, that ſo 
A right have the Mind of the Church before 


prevent. Innovations in the Church; and that 
they 5 not lord it one the Conleiences of 
eritage., | 

If it be objected, that i cont: not Ty thank. 
dinate the greater to the leſſer Judicatures. I 
0 65 did you. vote in it at all after the Act of 
bod, if it was evil? And how then could 
were in the ſame Tranſgreſſion? Was it ſuffici- 


waſh his Brother” $ foul Face? IT re- 
o bs member 
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r that the Fews, the 8 of our 
pabiour, would not enter nts Pilate's Judg- 
| ent- hall, leſt they ſhould defile chemſelves be- a 


die” they ate the Paſſover, John xvi. 28.3 © 23 
they were not afraid to d wemſel ves 
Inh. innocent Blood. In like thahner our aſpi- 
ing Brethren ſhewed' more Zeal for a raſh A 
| than for the Peace, Union, and Edi- 
Gcation of the Church of Chriſt, who hath 'pt- 
en them a Power for Ediffcation, and not for 
z Nen. But the true Reaſon of all this ir- 
lar Procbeching is this, They were to buikl 
Seructurs 08 the Blood of their Brethren 
order to which they 10 pretend to rob tdem 
= their Office," and then to excomrmupicate * 


All the Pitiice that we hear of for theſe and 
We like itregufar Steps, is only this, That au 
Wt raordiiary Cofe retires an extrairdinary - 
. Now,” under this Covert all the Extrava- 
nces that can be invented by Men of corrupd 
may be ſheltered and ſcreened. Indeed 
W maſt be an extraordinary Caſe, which cannat = 
meaſured by the unterring Rule of the Word, 
ich is ek for all Times, and all Caſes, "Fea 9 
. *ix. 7. ti a fad Sign when God. will 1 
awer by Prophets, nor 11 Urim. When K 
e Men tum their Back upon the Word of 
ach, which is A light that Jhineth in d dark 
Pre, 2 Per. 5. 19. 2nd follow their own Ima- 
ations, do Wonder that they wand 4 
ilderneſs wherein is % Way, but” ante TY 
Il land in Dark 5 n 16. It is ob- 
rable, that bnd Stk but of the a of Rah 1 
lll, wed Fr-anorher® Aud if We 4 
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cation, laid down in our Directory for Churc i | 
Government and Cenſures, I ſhall briefly take 


©. till all ot 


ways denied it, unleſs they would appear 3 
Pannels at their Bar; which they could not di 
unleſs they renounced Ne Principle 
_ a Thing which the other ha 


flicting of this awful Sentence? 


— N 


* - hr 
, 
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oe OS . 
follow this new Synod deſtitute of divine, Au. 


thority, we ſhall ſoon perceive it deſtitute of 

divine Conduct. Fe oe ih g 
Seeing my reverend Corrector hath directed 

me to the Order of. proceeding to Excommuni. 


natice of the Inconſiſtency of this new Synode, 
Conduct with the fame. | W 
The Words of the Directory, without clog 
ging it with Parentheſis, or clipping its Wings 
" our teverend Corrector has done, are as fol 

„ 2 b 


« Ex communication being a Shutting out 18 E 
* a Perſon from the Communion of the Church 
.cc (and therefore the gr eateſt and laſt Cenſur: *Y 


% of the Church), - ought not to be inflicte 
£ without N and mature Deliberation, no = 


er good Means have been eſſayed 


F 
. 


* 
o 
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Here it may be inquired of our reverend Co . 
rector and his Adherents, 1. What good Mea 
were eſſayed? Did not their Brethren often d 


fire an extrajudicial Conference with them, iſ 
order to reconcile the. Difference, but were 


practically done 
2. What Deliberation was taken before the . 


Direct. Such Errors as ſubvert the Fait 
% or any other Errors which overthrow 
RE ; | c Pow 


% 


1 


them ſpread them, ſeeking to draw others af. 
ter him: And ſuch Sins in Practice, as cauſe 
the Name and Truth of God to be blaſphe- 


W Godlineſs': And. ſuch Practices as, in their 
on Nature, manifeſtly ſubvert that Order, 
FF Unity, and Peace, which Chriſt hath eſta- 
& bliſhed in his Church. Theſe being publicly 


the Sentence of Excommunication ſhall pro- 
ceed according to the Directory. : 


Now, let me aſk the Separatiſts, what Er- 
s did thoſe Men hold, which either ſubvert- 
the Faith, or overthrew the Power of God- 
ess? What Errors were they guilty of ſpread- 
iin order to the ſeducing of others? Tea, 


d. 


we ſavour of Chriſt's ointments where- ever they 
me? Did they not ſtand up for the pure 


1 


W 1 


ace, in Oppoſition to the greater Part of the 
urch, even when ſome of thoſe who are now 


ir Tongues to perſecute them. The Tri 

the Saints are various: God permitted a 
drrupt Judicarure to depoſe them, and one 
at is properly no Judicature at all, to Excom- 
unicate them. Again, it may be inquired, 


ad in thoſe Men, (Sins of 


on F 2 Which 


med, and cannot ſtand with the Power of 


known; to the juſt Scandal of the Church, 


* ay not I ſay, on the contrary, that they were 
* liant for the truth upon the earth, and ſpread 


hat moral Evils did the _—_— Brethren 
I 


power of Godlineſs ; if the Party who holds 


| L ruths of the Goſpel, in Oppoſition to a Stream 
ys Legaliſm ; and maintain the Doctrine of free 


a ir Cenſurers, were their Enemies? And indeed 
oubt not, but that Satan bath made uſe of 
: 


mity excepted), , 


CY 


| " ” f " 


14 * 4 * © + 
7 FF * 4 0 ow.” = 9 * 
7 * , / * 4 g 4 — y vs 
9 4 N N * N & 10 2 : - 4 e ö 1 a 
. +. o 2 
* \ ty 4 7 „ : ; 1 
„ 4 W. 7} 0 4 = i 1 N * 
#% n e ** t ar N | 
a \ « - . "FLA . Y 
by $: 2 , . Ve 
"ij | 
— LY 
= . 


9 


_  & atherwiſe ſound in the Faith, and boly in 
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5 N ich might. canſe the Name and Truth of 
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God to be blaſphemed ? Were they not exam- 
plarly holy; not only Promoters of Holineſs 
y their Doctrine, but Recamrmenders of Holi- 
nels by their Converſation ? Or could they be 
cCharged with ſuch Practices, as manifeſtly. fab- WH 
vort that Order, Unity, and Peace, Which 
Chriſt hath eſtabliſned iu his Church? On the 
eontrary, were not they careful to maintain Pu- 
rity, Uniformity, and Concord, without lord- 
ing over their Brethren, of impoſing neẽC Terms 
Communion upon the Conſciendes of People, 
without their Conſent ? Were they not labour. 
Jog to gather the diſperſed of Iſrael into. one; 
even thoſe. that were ſcattered in the dark and 
cloudy Day ? And are theſe the Men that de- 
| _ to be driven out from the Heritage of the 
TERS | 


Direct. © But the Perſons who hold other: 
Errors in Judgment, about Points. wherein 
« learned gorlly Men poſhibly may or do 
« differ ; and which ſubvert not the Faith, no! 

+ <7. are: deſtruftive to Godlineſs: Or that be guil- 
ty of ſuch Sins of -Infirmity, as are common. 
ly found in the Children of God: Or being 


A © MM Ya I—_— 


< Life, (and ſo not falling under Cenſure by 
„the former Rules), endeavour to keep the 
* Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; 
and 45 yet out of Conſcience not come uf 
„to the Obſervation of all thoſe Rules, which 
are or ſhall be eſtabliſhed by Authority, for 
regulating the outward Woßſbip of God, and 
GSoverument of his Church; We do-not dil 
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dern to be ſuch againſt whom the Sentegce 
c be denounced.“ = 


; | 1 capnot-but obſes ve, chat it will be 2 vory 
. ES hard Taſk for our ſeparating Brethren, 10 find 
even in thoſe Men Errors in Judgment; which 


are beſide, but do not overturn the Foundation; 
and cogſequently no Ground for Excommuni- 
Wcation. I doubt not but that ſome godly and 
learned Men may differ in ſqme Points from 
them, both in Doctrine and Government; but 
then let our Separatiſts tell us, which of them 
come neareſt to Truth or Orthodoxy: In the 


9 deſerve the greater Ex communication. A- 
pain, we muſt own that the Brethren now ex- 
communicated, are Men of like Paſſions with 


Wothers, and have their Sins of Infirmity clea- 


ering to them; for there is not à juſt man upon 
pin 20 3 that doth good, and ſinneth 2 : — 
do he Separatiſts ſay, that their Spots are not the 
or pets of God's Children? Aga, I may aſk the 
ail- paxatiſts, what Rules for regulating the outward 
20-V orſhip'or Government of God's Houſe, eſta- 


plifhed by Authority in any reforming Church, 
pave they tranſgreſſed? And yet even the tranſ- 


by eilig againſt theſe, are not Grounds for the 
the eater Excommunication, according to our Di- 
ce echory. I know indeed that they difobeyed the 
up ful Acts of a deforming Judicature, which is 


nch beir Glory: But even in that Cafe hey endea- - 
fei ed to: keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 


if peace, in thoſe Things that concern found 


1 
* 
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« -of Rx communication for theſe Cauſes ſhould 


Podtrine, and the Power and Life of Godlinels, 
| | | 5 i | By 
*.\ 


mean hile neither of them are ſo criminal as 
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By tis Time the impartial Reader will eaſily 
e how far the Separatiſts have acted in 
Oppoſition to the Standards of this Church, 
both in their Conſtitution, *and Procedure in the | 
Matter of Excommunication. - But that it may | 
more fully appear, we may, 1. Take a View 
of the Subjects of their Excommunication ; 2. 
the Grounds and Cauſes of it. And; A N 
. For the Subjects of it. Thoſe were Men : 
not only ſound in the Faith, and eminently ho- ( 
in Life, but ſuch as had more than ordinary L 
Infight in- the Myſteries of the Goſpel ; and had C 
the whole of their Day contended for the faith b 
P 
b 
I 


which was once delivered unto the ſaints : 
Wreſtling and contending for the Purity of the 
Doctrine, Worſhip, - Diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment of the Church of Scotland, when in con- 


junction with the backſliding Judicatures : And A 
now- when they had made a Seceſſion from 
them, were {till adhering to the Principles of - 
this Church, contained in the Word of God, 2 
and our approven Standards. And though fome M-” 
of them are now ſet in a bright Cloud, yet they 8 
| have left a Teſtimony of their Faithfulneſs in WI" 
the Hand of the Generation; and, T hope, 2 % 


Seal of their Miniſtry in the Hearts of not a 
few. Theſe are the Men whom the Separatiſts 2. 
judge worthy to be caſt out from the Church of Wi 
_ Chriſt, and excluded the Society of all and eve. Nor 
. ry one of the Faithful. Again, 1 cp 
2. For the Grounds and Cauſes for which e 
they are excommunicated. Which are, (1.) be 
*. Becauſe, according to the Word of God, and e 
Light of their Conſciences, they could not fee 6 
that an Oath binding Men to adhere to the true 
| 3 Religion, 
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Religion, contained in the Word of God, and 


our Standards, did like wiſe bind them to all the 
Corruptions both in Church and State, oppoſite 


(2.) Becauſe they could not ſo far lord over t 
Conſciences of the Lord's People, as to impoſe 
any new Terms of Communion upon them 
without their Conſent, according to the laudible 
Acts of this Church in her I Times. 
3.) Becauſe they could not in Conſcience ap- 
prove of the Acts and Proceedings of the new 
Synod, nor appear as Pannels at the Bar of a 
Court who had conſtitute in a diametrical Op- 
poſition to Preſbyterian Principles, and to that 
Parity among Brethren ſo much recommended 
by our Saviour, Luke xxli. 25. 26. 3 John g. 


10. Theſe were the Cauſes for which the ſepa- 

ing Brethren paſſed this awful Sentence. 
And indeed it muſt be an awful Sentence, if 

P we mark the Words of the Antiburgeſs Synod, 

5 viz. All and every one of the Faithful; which 

z 


in their utmoſt Latitude muſt be underſtood not 
only of viſible Church-members, but of true 


 WBclicvers. But abſtracting from this, by all and 
7 every one of the Faithful, we muſt underſtand 
> the whole catholic Church; or elſe all and eve- 
sene of the Faithful, muſt be comprehended 
of MW hin the ſcanty Limits of their narrow Circle. 


Now, taking an impartial View of the Grounds 
of theſe dreadful 4nathemas, we may eaſily per- 


ch ceive, that it was for nothing elſe but for their 


15 adhering to the Truths which they had all along 
been witneſſing for; which Truths they were 


ſee ow in Danger of loſing ſight. of, by their In-. 


corporation © with their extravagant Brethren. 
David, 
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to it; a Contradiction in the Nature of T ings. | 
* 


1 Ex 
. x by potting 
. e ee 6s the ae the ay Th | 
* 5 to encſude bim ſtom their Comp | 
ws che Snare broken, and Ape vow * 
manmet theſe worthy Herces Were in Da * 5 
= _. lofng and ebener ding their former Pe | 
3 ny, by their Incorporation with their hat 
= Brethren. But the Lord found dut "a We 
=: bis holy Provideneeto deliver them out ef the 
=  fubtile Snare ef che Devil, by permitting the 
5 + © Soparktiſts te excommunitate P vi from. ther 
3 2 5 1 NOT mew of, 3 * 
1 what chey were doipy or- ſaying,” than Cufaphas 
„knen ben he prbpheßed that Chriſt mould 
1 85 die hor the Redemption of un eſect World, fay. 


ZN cha # was expedient for Then, Hat me = 
et le Meng re for the people, and that abe . 


3 fn periſh not, John xi. 49.52." Thus the 
WW * Tord makes good his Promiſe to his own Chi)- 
| A . dren: Pſal. neil 3, Strely he ſhall deliver = | 
1 8 the ſnare bf the Fowler. xxxvii. ; 
=_ - Commit "thy way untu the Lord traſt alſo 1 
du, and le ſpall bring in to paſs. Ard be fo 1 
5 'P 7 for th thy e ee as the Pg, and 
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